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all French property, found on board neutral ſhips. 
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-x following obſervations are only a ſketch of what may be faid to juſtify the ö 


cCaptures made by Britiſh ſhips of war, of which the Dutch make loud complaints; 
and they ſhall contain nothing but what the meaneſt capacity may underſtand. If 
the Dutch pretend to ſupport their complaints, upon the principles of the law of 


nations, I believe, I hall be able to couvince the world, from their own law-books, that the 

obſervations here advanced are well founded, and that every diſintereſted Dutchman will think 
ſo; and as to particular Dutch merchants, who propoſe the making great profit, by aſſiſting France 
in being carriers for them, I do not pretend ta obtain their approbation of principles, tho' ever 


ſo juſt, if. they can gain a ſingle guilder, tho” at the expence of a nation, which has often 


7h. ſaved their country at an immenſe expence of blood and treaſure, from Spaniſh and French 


itt. I ball ſhew, that by the law of nature and nations Great Britain is entitled to ſeize on 


2dly. That Great Britain is entitled to ſeize fuch goods carrying in neutral bottoms to 


France, or to or from French ſettlements, which might enable them to carry on the war 


2 *% 


againſt Great Britain. 


tween England and Holland, in 1674, does not intitle the Dutch 


zdly. That the treaty 


to plead, any exemption from what is eſtabliſhed by the ſaid principles of the law of nature 
and nations, and particularly that they are not entitled by the ſaid treaty to carry any 
thing for the ſupport of the French ſettlements in America, or to bring home to Eu- 
rope the produce of theſe colonies for the benefit of France. or on * + 
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"78 | Dy lookingints hi OFT on the law of mature and nation, abit Em fits. 
_ Groetins, ho wrote aſter him, into Puffendorff, V. ander Muelen, Vitriarius, and Kulpitius, 
who wrote ſince on this ſubject, the truth of what is advanced will appear, and ſtill more 
clearly from Cocceius, a late author who has wrote five volumes in folio on Grotius, He 
was a Counſellor of State to the King of Pruffiaz and a man of great learning, I ſhall, 
however, confine myſelf to a realiſe printed this year at Leyden; a book * by the 
Dutch to be of authority, and which contains an abſtract of the principles eſtabliſhed b: 
| the great authorities juſt mentioned. This , treatiſe is called. Le drojt des Gem, on Prin- 


__ cipes de la Loy Naturelle appliques 4 Ls . 28 Nan et det Seuverai Sc. wrot 
3 by Monſieur de Vattel, IF = * ren | 1 


"Y 


* N 


2 That the reakaning may be chang ad in a | ſhort aſs I fall firſt Hay * er 
principles of law, l by all writers on the law of nature, of nations, and the 
civil *s 1 2 then 2 down 222 N * in e en 9 to 
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* 1 nature quum . neminem cum e Hocupletiorem. 
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a OE) bn ad e Touts conſequendi POR nereflariag-ad ea jug hid inteſſis i- 
mur; that is, Things Nt ore neceſſary to ue about the intention 8 1 Toe aut ard! un- 
| — right. "29M » 


3 30 Principle—Speaking of ww carrying to an lis tueri me non oil. id g quæ 
nittuntur intercipiam, neceffitas j jus dabit z that is, * Tan. * * 1 18 7 inter. 10 
. the thing ſent, neceſſity foals give me a right. 8 | 


1 | Grotivs eſtabliſhes the fame 9 in 8 words—Oanſetir quiype e. natura hae. 
1 ad ne b non gens avg eee 5 


1 1 4 Ii * aim, "Y Hu | make; 1 e 5 ; 5 
| $6 Prncige—quod quiſque ob taclam ſui bee, ow bern exiflemetar; that i , What 


| 6b Principle a hs che x rs tat, 


L done to Lyons do bo you do to another. 


_ + This aff pi principle is much the 8 that ladliſhed by our 1 vi ur; wn, Wh yu 
a n have others do unto you, do Jen 25 an &. We” 


It 3 beealy to ſet down many pr principles equally feng 3 bene the 
pointin ie; but it is ,, OY TONER 


. The poſitions Jaid down by Monſieur De Patel are, 


Iſt poſition. There is a law of nature neceſſary and a the firſt is facres, 
and: ought never to be broke in upon; and is, what is called by other writers, the primary 
law of nature. What he calls „is what other writers call the /econdary law of nature 
or of nations; and is conſidered as a Nele laid down for the common good, and by the 

common conſent of nations, but may be varied, if circumſtances alter. 


1 


"2d elles. There ater ce and roles effubliſied between! fitticular x OK 
i: eonſent, and which de not acct mankind in TY and this may be done eicher 


; expreſs conſent, by treaties, Or. tacitly, by by the c of theſe nations, wk caflom | 
N nn as treaties, if it has continued for a Tong time (1). 


*34pn . Independent nations live with one -andrher by the law of i we, i OY "I % 
ſame way as individugls do in à ſtate of nature before they Join in a focietyz and in 
that ſtate of nature, if an individual endeavours to * e of Ones is his 2 "Ii in the 
opinion of the reſt, they ought to-aſſift the injured (2). 5 


44«ðh poſition. It is the right and duty of all nations to ae thts End 4 in * 
5 to 3 it, to folldwy the proper methods to make them effectual: "otherwiſe the pet. 
| formance al du dtp would be regdered impollble, FFF 


Sm poſition, Az it is "obſerved in the third poſition to *. the duty of = ielghbouring 2 
| people to prevent injuries being, dp ne to a neighbouring nation, by any other independent. | 
nation, in che ſame Way as it is the duty of individuals, in a ſtate of nature, to prevent other 


individuals from being . ſo it is much more the wards of that EY Wir ad 
to hurt that nation themſelves 


. 


Sth polition. (A treaty beteren two 8 nations is not binding wha; it becomes 
? ;nconſifient with the ſafety of any of the contracting parties. For example: If a Prince who 


1 on erns a country is bound to furniſh men to another country; if his own country is attacked, 


that be cannot ſpare them without endangering his own country, he is not bound by that 


treaty at that time: or, if he is bound to furniſh grain, and there 1 is a es his own * 2 5 


4 CET” the treaty," "as © that article, Is vacated for that time (s ) 


Ich po ſition. FRY view of he partes 3 at the time | the treaty is made i is + iy 6 to be £ 


8 ee (6). 


8th poſition, Favourable caddy which a not 1 hard on a WRAY are * be "Ly 15 
5 interptktel x and . that * parey, * . as much as the . can 
5 polbbly : allow of 60. 


th poſition. A nation iis" a right to defend fel, and attack its enemy, li "oy 

other nation attacks any of its rights, or declares its intentions to do ſo; and in a defenſive 

A tel U. nation is 6 98 of war is n the N of the nation | 
Attac Wo | 


16th ec 17 a neutral ee to | aid my enemy, or to o un W with "AP] 
rat in preference to me, and to advance his intereſt in preference to mine, he, 7p/o fas, 
| withdraws, and puts an end to his neutrality, and as I have a natural right to prevent my enemy 
from having it in his power to hurt or reſiſt me; therefore, 8 ſeize goods in a Hi . 
belonging to ſuch a neutral power, which are carrying to my enemy, and hich would 
ſtrengthen him, though this may hurt the neutral power, yet he cannot juſtly complain, as 


it was not done with e to hurt 1 but was OT for my own 1 and to hurt 5 
my enemy. | 


* 


(1) See Part I. . KY "© Part I. page 3. 63 part I. ge 3, 171. 
(4) Part I. page 116. (5) Part I. page 5 N (6) * 4 wo 
ft Part J. 9 * . (0 * pages ys 2. 
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to my enemy, which ſupports him and hurts me, I have a right to ſeize them (J. 


EL 1 2 8 8 | * T7 938, ö 8 . . | 8 4 ; 1 =p 2 | | 98 4 | 
Itch poſition, Theſe goods are contraband by the Law of Nations, which contribute 


Dutch merchants, who are carriers for France, without any cauſe of c 
 confraband goods are ſeized, © 


craint point de me cauſer_ une, mai irreparavis tte nation certainement .n'e/t pas mon amie; et 


my enemy.“ (3) 5 


Izth poſition. Into a place beſieged or block d up nothing is allowed to be carried, ang 
zs an example of the cuſtom. of nations, the author ſays, that when Duntirt was block'd up 
by the Dutch, by their having ſome ſhips of war lying near it during their war with Spain, 
they would not allow the Exgliſb to carry any thing into it of any kind, much leſs meat or 
| drink ox any thing that eould aft in its defence (5, 


America, is plain, That amb 


s Part II. page 39. (5) Ibid. 
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The author here obſeryes, that when a place is blocked. up by an enemy, where perhaps a ; 
neutral nation has à great trade, all goods carrying to that place by neutral ' ſhips, eſpe- 
cially viures, that is, meat or drink, are ſeizable: or, where goods are carrying any Where 


1 p 4 
* 
= | 4 
g * - 
. 


1 


much to enable my enemy to ſupport the war againſt me; iron and wood, for example, „ "ol 
have always been reckoned contraband goods, when the nations at war dealt in commerce by 
ea, becaule they are of great uſe, and ſo ate good prize when taken on board a neutral ſhip | 
going to my enemy. It is thus, that neutral powers may be diſcouraged from aſſiſting my 
enemy; and, by the ſame rule, other goods equally uſeful to my enemy are good prize ne” 
Here the author obſerves that it is common for neutral Princes, at the beginning of a war 
between two neighbouring States, to declare to their ſubjects, that if they carry things to aſ- 


_ 
= 


W.-5 
* 


liſt either party to carry on the war, they will not protect them if they are ſeized. In this 3 


lace the author makes uſe of the following words, which are ſo ſtrong. as to leave theſe 


1 3 4 i | | ? | i 3 | 2 4 $ "W 6 Js 1 DE oy: $423 5 by x 
Une nation, qui ſans autre matif que I appas de gain, travaille 2 fertifier mon ennemi, et ne 


elle.me met an droit ts la anf der, et de la traiter, comme afſacite de mon inuenis. 


© That is, A nation who without any other motive but the deſire of gain, labours to 


« ſtrengthen my 7 N and does not regard the doing me an irreparable damage; that nation 
r 


= 


© certainly is not my friend, and gives me a right to conſider and treat it as a confederate of 


 / 12th poſition, A nation at war muſt have a right to ſearch neutral ſhips, to ſee if they have 4 
ſuch goods on board, as that nation is entitled to ſeize or ſtop ; otherwiſe it cannot be 
known how. the fact ſtands. If enemies goods are found on board, they are ſeizable. And 
It goods are found on board an enemy's 1 
reſto 


red to the owner without the captors being liable to indemnify for what damage the 
goods ſuſtained by being taken on board an enemy's ſhip, except they were damaged by the 


* 
o 


edly aſter knowing whoſe goods they were (4). 


* 


* \ 


1 
8 


_ 14th poſition. A nation at war has a right to take all methods to weaken its enemy, 


and to prevent their being able to reſiſt them (b:). 


. After laying down theſe otinciples of law, and poſitions, I am to conſider the preſent fitu-. 


ation of Great Britain with regard to neutral powers, and particularly with reſpe& to Holland. 


That Great Britain was obliged to declare war againſt France in defence of its ſettlements in 
itious nation obſerying how eaſily we have often bore injuries, 


(3) Part II. page | 
R 


(1) bert HI. page . .(2) Pag 11. Page 38. 
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Agncd chat we did not ſeem to be jealous of the aggrandiſement of France, either by the vaſt inerenſe 
Wh of its trade, or acquiſitions on the continent by Lorain, &c. therefore thought” they might 
4 _ treat Great Britain as they pleaſed. They firſt felt the pulſe of the Britiſh miniſtry, by keep- 
ing poſlefſion of the neutral . contrary to the treaty of Ax la Chapelle, which they 
had juſt made with Great Britain; and when they found the Britiſh miniſtry bore that pa- 
tiiently, and allowed them to fortify theſe iſlands, and to trifle with them about fixing the Amit, 
e Moa. Scotia, they ſeized, in time of profound peace, Fort dy eſte, one of the Britiſh 
by [Frets in America, At firſt, we took no effectual methods to do ourſelves juſtice, But 
at length a true Britiſh ſpirit aroſe, which, it is hoped, will put a ſtop to the bad conſequences 
ariſing from the perfidy and inſolence of France. Amongſt other methods to accompliſh this 
end, they have put a flop to that piece of French chicanery, to carry home their property from — 
America in neutral bottoms, and to ſupply their colonies in America with all neceſſaries by 3X7 
_ = neutral thips, when they found that by the vigilance of the Britiſh ſhips of war they could 
. - _ Not alliſt themlelyes by their own ſhipping and ſeamen. 


— 


7 'w A '& * 


. 


Iſt, Then it =, plain that Great Britain was forced into this war by France; their break- "> 
ing a treaty they ha fk made, by taking poſſeſſion and edges, the neutral Wands, and by 
attacking one of the Britiſh ſettlements, by the third poſition, 


reat Britain was entitled to 
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3 2dly, It is evident that the made on Great Briram was of the utmoſt conſequence to 


her poſſeſſions in America, the chief ſources of her trade and navigation, on which her very — 
being depends. This entitled Great Britain to the aſſiſtance of neutral powers, by: the ſaid 1 


Z diy, It is plain that Great Britain had no other method of doing herſelf juſtice,” but by diſ- 
 trefling the French at ſea, and particularly by preventing her getting home the produce of her 
Wen France found herſelf unable to bring home the produce of her plantations, or to fur- 
niſh them with neceſſaries by her own ſhipping, ſome merchants in neutral countries, and 
particularly in Holland, Were prevailed on by the hapes of private. gain to attempt brin ing 
home the produce of thoſe colonies to France, and furniſhing theſe colonies with provifions 
and neceſſaries, without which they muſt have ſtarved, or delivered themſelves up to Great DD 
Britain. Upon this the Britiſh ſhips of war ſeized on French property found on board thoſe — 
neutral ſhips, as likewiſe proviſions and other neceſſaries carrying into thoſe colbnies in neutral 
| ſhips, This is perfectly agreeable to the principles of law laid down at the beginning of theſe 
_ "obſervations, and likewiſe to the 4th, 5th, roth, rith, 12th, I 3th and 14th poſitions. + The 
Britiſh captors pay freight for French property found on board neutral thips, which is more 
than they are obliged to do, as appears by the ſaid principles of law and poſitions; fo that our 
captors have more reaſon to complain than thoſe neutral merchants who were ver/antes in illicit, 
and therefore in a ſituation which the law does not favour, - and where every thing is preſumed 
and interpreted againſt them, according to this ſtanding maxim contra verſantes in illicito, om- 
nia preſumenda ſunt; and our hindering Dutch ſhips to go to French ſettlements with either 
8 meat or drink, or neceſſaries of any kind, is agreeable to their own practice, when our men of 
war cruize before them, as appears from poſition the 13th; and tho? they were not cruizing there, 
it will appear by what follows, that every perſon who Trades there is to be called a Frenchman. 


Iiit is objected, That moſt of the goods ſeized by the Britiſh ſhips of var; ſuch ſuns, 
indigo, &c. are not among the liſt of contraband goods, by the cuſtom of nations, it is plain 
by the poſitions laid down, particularly the 11th, that every commodity is contraband. which 
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enables my enemy to hurt me, or to carry on the war againſt a a are not « GET 3 

Za \ traband by the law of nations which do not much pie e to n thy one ge e 
- war, or to hurt the other. Now it is well known that the goods brought from Kiley 

05 ſettlements in America are of yearly value to France about two millions 1 2 ' Tait then t 


© be expected that Great Britain is to allow fuch a ſum to be carried to France to carry on the. 
_ "= war againſt her, when ſhe has it in her power to prevent it? It is true, in the old FATE B 
1 wood and iron are mentioned as contraband. goods, and there is no mention of ſugar and indigos — 
= the reaſon of which is evident: wood and iron aſſiſted in carrying on the war, and the Well 
India trade was then of none, ar very little conſequence ; but will any reaſonable perſon think 
that now, when theſe commodities produce to France about two millions ſterlin yearly, 
they are not of more conſequence. to enable that nation to catry on war than any ather commo- = 
=: dities mentioned in the old law books, which can be purchaſed for the tenth part of that ſum, 
ua greatquantitiesas France wants; and is it not directly contrary to: the principles of law © 
And politions before-mentioned, for neutral powers to bring to France ſuch valuable commo- = 
dities as muſt furniſh them with the ſinews of war to hurt Great Britain, even though not French 
Property Put much more ſo as they are their OPER and brought from. Freneh ſettlements, = 
where none but denizons of France, by the cuſtom of all European nations, have a right te 
Aae, as ſhall be ſhewnafterwards; and is it not agreeable to ate principles, that Great 
_. Britain ſhould ſeize thoſe goods, particularly to principle the third and fifth; _H is not the 
* ſeiz ing of all Frenehiproperty in neutral bottoms perfectly agreeable to the aforeſaid poſitions; and 
are not theſe neutral mercname, beg. e wt ps to afhit France, acting directly againſt 
[1 theſe politions, and particularly againſt the third and fifth, by afliſting the enemies of Great 
Butan, inſtead of aſſiſting her as they ought to do, as being the party attacked and injured ? 


In the war carried on againſt France, by England and Holland, in Eing William's time, 
| the northern powers formed the ſcheme, which. now ſome Dutch merchants have put in execu- 
tion, viz. to turn carriers for France; but the Engliſh and Dutch would not fuffer them: 

'  .._ Upon which one Mr. Groening, a civilian, was employed by them to ſhow, that the Engliſh 
gagand Dutch, by the Lawof Nature and Nations, had no right to hinder them; but the famous 
Pena heing then alive, Mr. Groung had the precaution to aſk his opinion by a letter on 
5 Op the ſubject - and in the anſwer to that letter, Puffendor f wrote bim, that the Engliſh and Dutch 
had a right, by the Law of Nature and Nations. to-prevent_ any things heing.carried. to their 

f enemies, that could hurt them, and to take ail methods to prevent France from being enriched and 
ſitrengthened. In that letter there is the following moſt juſt obſervation, viz, that neutral * 
Wilks powers ought to conſider more what is for the advantage or diſadvantage of nations, than what anſwers 
_ greedy views of Individuals, &c, In this letter, that great lawyer likewiſe obſerves, that 
= no nation in time of war can pretend to extend its privileges of commerce further, than in time 
* oOlf peace: which at once cuts off all pretence any Neutral Power, or private perſon, can have 
1 for trading to or from French colonies, as will appear in what follo os... 


i} I I foreſee that it may be ſaid, that theſe neutral ſhips bring home theſe goods from the French 

1 colonies as their own, and not as French property. This is a ſubterfuge that can impoſe on 

* nobody of knowledge in theſe matters; every body knows that the [ar veg and colonies be- 

8 longęing to every European nation in America, are excluded from ſending the pr oduce of theſe 
1 plantations any where but to their mother country, and none but deniaons of their mother 

"8 Country can trade there; and no nation obſerve theſe rules more ſtrictiy than the French; and 

_ ==—_ can they believe they can ſo far impoſe on the underſtanding of the people of Great Britain, 

= as to make them believe they would allow the Dutch, or any foreign nation, to carry to Eu- 
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28 | rope the produce of their plantations, if it was nat for the benefit of France? It is enough for 

BY GreatBritaig tobe able to ſhew that the goods their ſhips. af. war ſeize, are of the growth of | 

* French colonies, to ſhew that they are French property; far no ſhip but one vac ados 
France, as has been obſerved, can trade to French colonies, by the univerſal cuſtom of all Eu- 
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I am now come to the treaty in 1674 between England and Holland; and believe hall ve 
"able to ſhew that Great Britain acts agr 
does. Although the Dutck can claim no benefit from it, after refuſing-to 
to Great Britain, Penn were obliged to do by the ſaid treat 7. 
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mies of Great Britain, Which other nations are not allowed to do, yet it only means goods 


topeati aten, and particularly by that of Franc 
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-,* looked on 4s French th 


| colonies, if for the benefit of France: and it is equal to Great 
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ies, thele goods are ſeizable by poſition the tenth, though not coming from F 


trades to the French ſettlements, ſpeaks French, Dutch, or any, other language 4 by his being 
allowed to trade there, he becomes a denizon of France, pro hac vice: and if a 


rengh property, tha 
French colony to France? _ „ 
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ecably thereto, by treating 


| 
Sls 1 


| — 13 oth. PEE 
Ie reader is defireI*e0 look hack ty poſition the 7th, by which it apps; 

parties at the tim treaties are made, is the ru Vy-wokiot-obey 

720 eat although the Dutch by that treaty are allowed to carry ſome. goods to the ene- 


& = 
s 1 
8 
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which are their own property, and which they could carry in time of peace; and amongſt 


| theſe goods ſugar is mentioned: will any body from that infer, that they are allowed to be car- 
'- Tiers of ſugar, the property of France, from French colonies ? When that treaty was made, 
nobody could imagine that France was, contrary to the eſtabliſned rule amongſt all nations, to 
5 allow. A foreign nation to trade to its plantations 3 nor indeed at that time were the ſugar plan- 
tations of France ſo conſiderable, as that the importation of their produce to Europe could ena- 
ble them to hurt their enemies in any conſiderable degree; but now the produce of thoſe plan- 
tations is ſo conſiderable,- that the ſafe importation of them would enable France to maintain 
ne” 3 or Ho, o men againſt u.. That eroaty only meant, that a Dutch ſhip going fromHolland, 
or from any country except French dominions, might carry ſugar, and ſell that commodity in 
France: But is there not a difference between carrying that commodity in the common way 
of trade, from one European nation to another, mat 
ments, as one of their chief funds for carrying on *a war againſt Great Britain? to allow 
of 'this would be allowing the Dutch openly to affiſt France, This contrivance for pre- 
. ſerving and carrying ſafe home the produce of French colonies in neutral bottoms, is an inven- 
tion calculated for the preſent time, eighty years after the ſaid treaty. Beſides, by poſition 
the 6th, if the ſaid treaty could be interpreted, as theſe Dutch Frenchified carriers would have 
it, it would become not binding on Great Britain, as it muſt entirely rw her; and fo, by the + 
_ poſitions laid down, it would be her duty not to regard it. France was able to underſell them 
in thoſe commodities in time of peace, when the riſque in bringing them to Europe, and the 
" Inſurance were the ſame to the ſubjects of both nations; and would not Great Britain be cut 
out of that valuable braneh of trade, and their plantations ruined, if by this French trick they 
ſhould be able to get home theſe goods at the ſame inſurance as in time of peace, when the 
merchants in Great Britain are paying the high inſurances paid in time of war? But there is no 


. 


9 8 occaſion to have recourſe to this, for tis evident the treaty had nothing in view but the proper - 


The reader is deſired to look into a book publiſhed at Paris in 1742, called Le Code Noir, particu- 
larly in page 176, and 242, by which he will ſee, that all foreigners are prohibited to trade to any of 

their ſettlements, and the inhabitants are diſcharged, under ſevere penalties, to furniſh them with an 
of the produce of the ſaid ſettlements, n WWW 
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turning carriers of it from. French ſettle- 


ritain whether a man who. 


utch ſhip, 

| Joaded with the produce of a French ſettlement ſtops gt Euſtatbia, or at any neutral Port anc | 
- there unloadsacargve brought from a French ſettlement, and then puts it on board the fame, 

or another ſhip, will any man of judgment pretend that our ſhips of war ought to look on that F 

nab than if the ſhip bad proceeded with dre fad cargoe dige 
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-_- _ binding aa wet; by polition the ſecond, every perſons ſuppoſed to be a denizon of any Eu. 

EY is  . ropean nation Who trades to its plantations ; and the Fren& „ Re 
. 1 vas es to its plantations ; and the French now granting licences to neutral 9 
nations, totrade there fer the benefit of France, and to preſerve their property fromBritith —* 
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+ _ hergwnlujecs to trade to her plantations ? Is it not plainly the duty of the Britiſh miniſfry to bi 's . 
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Wy © _ The reader is here referred to the ſaid letter of Puſfendarf's, and to the places or Gy =. - 
TT © Here mentioned; by which it will appear evident, that it never can be ſuppoſed to be ide inten- py 
t.t:ion of nations, that any Neutral Powers ſhall have a more extenſive trade in time of war, than 

in time of peace, if ſuch trade is deſtructive of the intereſt of one of the powers engaged br We 7 

baut this would be the caſe if neutral powers were allowed to trade to French ſettlemens. 
From theſe obſervations it muſt appear, that it never could be the meaning of the parties in 

ä 1674, to allow the Dutch to extend their trade, in time of war, with the ene- 

mies of Great Britain to their own deſtruction, and to the advantage of their enemies further 
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It is a maxim in Jaw, fixed by Gretius, and all the writers on the law of nature and nations, 

| that abſurdities are never to be preſumed, and that nemo credendus eft belle abſurda.—Beſides, it 

V plain that Holland can claim no benefit from a treaty which they have broke oftner than once, 
WW —— and particularly during the laſt war, the laſt rebellion, and dufing this war; by which they 


—_ = have forfeited all claims by that treaty, * 


- : " 
a « of * p . 


ibs + it 
__ WS... 
4 7 5 1 2 


What makes the meaning of the parties in that treaty 1674 quite plain, is the ſecret artice 
wi - - _ explaining it in 1675, by which it is provided, that neither party ſhall give any aid or council! 
_ to the other's enemies by land or ſea; nor allow their ſubjeQs to furniſh their enemies with any — 

 neceſſaries for carrying on the war. Can this be reconciled to Dutch ſhips being allowed to 
' = ſcreen French property, by carrying for them the growth of their plantations'to France, by 
©. which, as I have ſaid, they are furniſhed to the value of about two millions ſterling yearly, to 
 - carry on the war againſt Great Britain; or to their furniſhing thoſe plantations with 3 
to enrich France, by ſuch immenſe ſums, to the deſtruction of Great Britain? © 


Ibe reader, by looking into Grotius de jure belli et pacis, will be more fully inſtructed in the 
ſubfect of the aforeſaid obſervations ; particularly he is referred to book 2. chap. 1. and to the 
*___ 6th chap. ſect. 16 & 17. to chap. 5. ſect. 5. to book 1. chap. 5: ſect. 2. to book 2. chap. 
ccc urns oc 
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Anal the maſſacre of St.1Bgrthalomew, and the perſecutions, by the houſe of Aria, in Hm. — 
gary, Sileſia, Tranſylvania, Dania, &c. And will they not do ſo much more in conquered 1 


 _ jn any Wege Tieck on 


and at no higher inſurance than in time of peace) Pruſſia, Hanover, and Heſſe, muſt be over-= 7 
run by the houſes of. e and Bourbon, and there might be an end 40 the-proteſtant religion 1 

iin Germany, and indeed through all Europe; for can any inſtance he given of theſe houtesever _ £72 » 

| - declining to make uſe of any opportunity when it was in their. power, todiltreſs the proteſtants, f L 
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that the well diſpoſed part of Holland inclines to ſupport 


* 
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complaints from that country concerning the captures: made 


Britich ſhips, to come only from merchants who conſider their private gain. Wis 1 


*. 


N 


(as it.muſt be, if France had the advantage of carrying on its trade in-neutral bottoms ſafely, * 


. s 
8 


contrary to the moſt ſolemn treaties? Witneſs the revocation of the edict of Manta in France, 


N 


countries where they are not reſtrained by any treaty ? And Holland could have nothing more 


giving themlelyes up to Great Britain. ſhe 


| lowed by ourminiſtry, are abſolutely neceſſary to the very being of Great Britain, as an inde- 


-Þ 


together with the naval ſtores they import from thence, emplay between 14 and 20, ooo failors 
early, beſides b. inging great wealth to France; Which enablés that ambitious nation ſo often 
do diſturb their neighbours; and had Great Britain allowed them to execute their — Ins». oO! 
North America a little longer, and to have got a port in the front of that country, they would . 


fettlement⸗ in the Weſt Indies, and all this to prevent Holland being over-run by France. 
With the ſafety of that nation, which has always done them acts of friendſhip, and with the 


North America, which lies on the ſouth of the river St. Laurence, to which they have no right, .. 


increaſe, and the number of the French ſailors ſo much decreaſe, that Great Britain will be 1 


to hope for, than that of being the laſt ſacrifice. The Dutch ſurely cannot have forgotten the 

danger they were in from France in 1672, and that Great Britain ſacrificed much pad and 

many millions under King William, and afterwards under the duke of Marlboroughs to Pra- 

| ſerve them from French ſſavery; and in the laſt war. with France, after expending man mil-. 

lions, taking Cape Bretam, and reducing the French ſugar iſlands. very near to a: necellity of 
e ouſly {chough indeed it cannot be, aid wiſely ) 5 

gave up Cape Brscon to France, and quitted the proſpect me nad ot being miſtreſs of the French 


And is it poſſible that the States General will put the complaints of a few merchants in competition 


liberties of Europe, the proteſtant religion, and their own preſervation as a free ſtate? But if . 
they ſhould, I dare undertake to defend what is here advanced, even from the authority of 


Dutch writers on the law of nature and nations, and the civil law ; that the meaſures now _: 


pendant nation, which we cannot reckon upon as ſure till we drive them out of that part of 

| | " —_—_ - . FOR Ede * 
and by which only we can inſure to ourſelves at ſea a ſuperiority. againſt France; for by this, 
the Frenetr will be cur out of their Tithery in nat part of the world, and the fur trade, which, 


have been maſters of the Britiſh ſettlements there, and in a few years afterwards of Great Bri- - 
| tain itſelf, by getting ſuch an increaſe of trade, as to out · number us in ſailors; which is all they 4 
| have to do to make Great Britain a province of France, and to be maſters of Europe. 


By Great Britain's being maſters of North America, the number of its ſailors will fo much 


enabled not only to defend itſelf and its commerce, againſt France, but likewiſe effectually to 
prevent the French from reaping any advantage from its continental connections. At preſent, 

when France is ſenſible that they are not a match for Great Britain at ſea, they invade Hanover, 

by which they purpoſe to oblige her to exhauſt herſelf by exporting two or three millions ſter - 
ling a year todefend it; whereas, by this great ſuperiority at ſea, which ſhe will acquire by 
being poſſeſſed of North Am:rica, ſhe will be able to fave all that export of caſh to the conti- 
nent, by keeping always 20 or 30, ooo men on board a fleet to invade the coaſts of France; by 
which, for every ſhilling they can exact of Hanover, they may be obliged to pay ten; which 
will deprive them of the advantage over us on which they chiefly rely; and to pretend to carry 
on a continental war againſt France is not only againſt the intereſt of Great Britain, but contra- 

ry to nature, common ſenſe, and ruinous to Great Britain, 3 
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1 ly every thinking proteſtant in Holland muſt be ſenſible, that if Great Britain is ruined, 
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n lived long with the 
early acquainted with the perfidy aud ne" a of the F — — with their _—— has 
14 to the Britiſh nation, whomithey look on as the only people who: put a ſtop to their am- 
' bitious views. This piece pf French contrivance and chicanery to bring home their property 
from Ameriea in neutral hottoms, is of a piece with a contrivance of theirs during that great 1 
man's embally. The miniſtry %*: France finding that they could not, without an open vo- 
lation of the treaty uf Utrecht, ſerid over troops to aſſiſt the Pretender during the rebellion in 
hey diſbanded ſeveral corps on purpoſe to ſerve his intereſt; and — his lordſhip. _ 
zed that thele dilbandedeorps went over to Scotland as private men, and then incor. 
the Miniſtry told him, that they could not help private perſons diſpoſing of themſelves — 
28 they pleaſed ; o that no chicanery or contrivance from France can ſurpriſe any body in the 
leaſt acquainted with their manner of acting yoo are like the apa in” matters. of 9 

| who ſlick r nothing to ſry dele rel, * 8 e eb 8 „ 
poſſeſion of Cape Seins the key of North America; and as we „ 
iſtry who ſeem to have the intereſt of their county at heart, it is to be hoped 2 
ill be for ever excludedfrom that country; do not very. ſoon make = 
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* tions, 8288 very ſoon be-ondad by angther , than by ments — + I 


| the principles of law; for as Great Britain's 
Eu, —— cally make anm matters: or 
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